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Exploring Funding & Support for Your Proposals –
Agenda

• Introduction to & working with Proposal Support 
Services

• Introduction to & working with Corporate & Foundation 
Relations (CFR)

• Key resources for pursuing funding



Office of Proposal 
Support Services -
Office of Research 
https://research.syr.edu/proposal
-support-services/ 



Syracuse University 4

Who is the Office of Proposal Support Services?

Christina Leigh Docteur, Director
Chetna Chianese, Associate Director
Sarah Workman, Assistant Director
Jeffrey Falchi, Research Information Manager
Location
226 Lyman Hall 

Contact
cdocteur@syr.edu 315-443-2195 
cchianes@syr.edu 315-443-2084
srworkma@syr.edu 315-443-5260
jtfalchi@syr.edu 315-443-6627

Website
https://research.syr.edu/proposal-support-services/

mailto:cdocteur@syr.edu
mailto:cchianes@syr.edu
mailto:srworkma@syr.edu
mailto:jtfalchi@syr.edu
https://research.syr.edu/proposal-support-services/
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What Does Proposal Support Services Do?
• Created by VPR in 2018 to 

support proposal, research, and 
faculty development efforts.

• Institution-wide internal grant 
programs such as “CUSE 
Grants”

• Limited submission and award 
nomination management

• Funding opportunity circulation 

• Grant development for large                         
and/or multidisciplinary projects

• Hub of the “SURD Team” – work 
with staff in schools, colleges 
and other support units
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What Does Proposal Support Services Do?

• Circulates funding opportunities
• https://research.syr.edu/proposal-

support-services/sponsored-funding-
opportunities/

• Manages internal funding & limited 
submission opportunities (LSOs)*:

• https://syracuse.infoready4.com/

• https://research.syr.edu/proposal-
support-services/limited-
submissions/

*LSO - Funding opportunities with  
limits on the number of proposals   

SU can submit, which require   
internal competitions

https://research.syr.edu/proposal-support-services/sponsored-funding-opportunities/
https://syracuse.infoready4.com/
https://research.syr.edu/proposal-support-services/limited-submissions/
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Office of Research Newsletter
All faculty receive a monthly newsletter



Office of 
Corporate and 
Foundation 
Relations
Mission, People, and Services
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Matt Fratto 
Sr. Director
315.443.4245

mfratt01@syr.edu

Gary Girzadas 
Executive Director

315.443.3567
gsgirzad@syr.edu

Jen Walters 
Associate 
Director

jewalt02@syr.edu

Foundation Relations 

Lekita Dawkins 
Director

315.443.1606
lvscott@syr.edu

Nora Heaphy 
Director

315.443.3810
nheaphy@syr.edu

Bridget Dunn
Research Info 

Analyst
315.443.1215

bdunn01@syr.edu

Patti Althoff
Director

847.452.1522
poalthof@syr.edu

Corporate Relations

Who is the Office of Corporate and Foundation Relations?

Location: 640 Skytop
Website: corporationsandfoundations.syr.edu

mailto:mfratt01@syr.edu
mailto:jewalt02@syr.edu
mailto:lvscott@syr.edu
mailto:nheaphy@syr.edu
mailto:bdunn01@syr.edu
mailto:poalthof@syr.edu
https://corporationsandfoundations.syr.edu/
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CFR Mission 

Syracuse University’s Office of Corporate & Foundation Relations builds bridges between 
faculty, students and staff and leading corporations and private foundations to 
increase funding and engagement and promote institutional priorities.

What is our purpose? 
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How do we achieve our mission?
Our Expert Staff…
Provides Knowledge and Expertise
• 100+ top Foundations
• History with SU

Offers Support, Coordination and Planning
• Support institutional strengths and emerging campus-wide priorities
• Align institutional priorities with Foundation interests and grant-making programs
• Funding Opportunity Surveys and Profiles
• RFPs and CFAs
• Coordinate foundation-funded awards and fellowships (Limited Submission 

Opportunities)

Positions Faculty and Research Teams for Success 
• Training and technical assistance (grantsmanship)
• Cultivation: Meetings with Foundation leaders and staff 
• Solicitation: Proposal support and submission 
• Stewardship
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Funding Opportunity Survey
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Comprehensive Profile

• Overview
• Priorities
• Giving Summary
• Grant Sample
• Eligibility
• Deadlines
• Board/Staff Connections

• Conclusion/Recommendations
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Position Faculty and Research Teams for Success

Smart Water, Engaged Citizens
Civil and Environmental Engineering

Met wit PI and Research 
Team

Aligned project 
goals/outcomes

Developed/Submitted Project 
Proposal

Coordinated campus visit Addressed follow up 
questions 

Received funding

Filed progress report & 
requested extension



Key Resources for Pursuing Funding 



Syracuse University 16

Information - Types of Proposals

• Types of proposals
– Proposals for individual awards 
 Asks for SS#, requires individual accounts 

– Proposals for Syracuse University awards
 Asks for EIN, AOR signature, letter from institutional official

• Types of funders
– Federal or state governments
– Corporations
– Foundations
– Other nonprofits 
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Information - Submission Process at SU

• If grant/award will be made to SU MUST be submitted by:  
– Office of Sponsored Programs https://sponsoredprograms.syr.edu/

• For OSP, contact your Research Administration 
– Contact OSP with information about your submission at least 2 weeks in 

advance https://sponsoredprograms.syr.edu/about/contact/

• Consult Foundation Relations when working with a Foundation.
– Utilize the intake form on our website, or contact one of us directly

We are all here to help, and we work together. 
Contact any of us, and we will get you to the best resource!

https://sponsoredprograms.syr.edu/
https://sponsoredprograms.syr.edu/about/contact/
https://corporationsandfoundations.syr.edu/foundation-relations-funding-opportunities-intake-form/
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Funding 
Resources to 
Explore
• Check out the “Funding 

your research” page for 
links to subscription-
based and publicly 
available resources

• https://research.syr.ed
u/for-
researchers/funding-
your-research/

https://research.syr.edu/for-researchers/funding-your-research/
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Foundation 
Directory 
Online (FDO) 
• https://library.syr.edu/

Select “Databases”
Search “Foundation” 

then select 
Foundation Directory 

Online

https://library.syr.edu/
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Foundation Directory Online (FDO) 
Who gave what for what? 

(Lists of grants by year)

What are their interests? 
(Detailed funder profiles)

Where are they giving & to whom? 
(Maps & tables of grant types)

Watch Videos for hints and tips
Use Advanced Search to narrow search
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PIVOT 

https://pivot.proquest.com/

https://pivot.proquest.com/
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PIVOT 

Pivot 
Signing in with Shibboleth
1. Navigate to page
2. Select institution
3. Login with SUID & PW
4. Finalize your account  
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Sample Pivot Search – Artificial Intelligence
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Example Funding Opps data table             
(don’t recreate the wheel each time!)



Thank You
Christina Leigh Docteur
Director of Proposal Support Services
Syracuse University Office of Research
cdocteur@syr.edu   

Nora Heaphy
Director, Foundation Relations
Office of Corporate and Foundation Relations
nheaphy@syr.edu

Chetna Chianese
Associate Director, PSS
Syracuse University Office of Research
cchianes@syr.edu

Bridget Dunn
Research Analyst
Office of Corporate and Foundation Relations
bdunn01@syr.edu
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